
How many women do you see 
on your streets / timelines? 



“Imagine a [South Asian] city with street corners full of women: 
chatting, laughing, breast-feeding, exchanging corporate notes or 
planning protest meetings. Imagine footpaths spilling over with 
old and young women watching the world go by as they sip tea, 

and discuss love, cricket and the latest blockbuster. Imagine 
women in saris, jeans, salwars and skirts sitting at the nukkad 
reflecting on world politics and dissecting the rising sensex. If 

you can imagine this, you’re imagining a radically different city.” 

~ Shilpa Phadke, Sameera Khan, Shilpa Ranade, 

Why Loiter? 





#GirlsatDhabas







Internet as public space









Frandshappers 
and respectability



Offline to online ghariat 







“We need to redefine our understanding of 
violence in relation to public space – to see not 
sexual assault, but the denial of access to public 
space as the worst possible outcome for women. 
What we might demand then is that women’s 
right to be in public space be unquestioned.”



Anxieties this produces
● Upper class women hanging out in lower-class spaces?

○ Potential to change the narrative of otherisation (which often is the basis 
for more exclusions; sanitization of public spaces, gentrification)

○ Construct of safety versus respectability; fear is not getting raped - fear is 
establishing consensual relations

● Resists shrinking public spaces and the increasing gap between private and 
public spaces

● Critique; “yeh sab theek hai, but I need a meninist movement because i am 
discluded from private spaces for being a young, alone man”

SO WHAT 2 DO?



‘Claiming’ online space
/Owning the narrative



It’s about the how



Building and re-imagining spaces



Diversity! 



Violence against women: changing the 
narrative from safety to access



Imagine an internet filled with women: writing, sharing stories, 
stupid selfies, photos with their partners, banners from protest 

meets. Imagine Facebook groups and twitter conversations spilling 
over with old and young women discussing the world go by, 

browsing articles on world politics and the rising sensex, discussing 
love, cricket and the latest blockbuster. 

Imagine an internet where newsfeeds show women in saris, jeans, 
salwars and skirts, and none of them are sexualised or reprimanded. 

Where women do not police what they consume or share, and 
profiles are not ‘filtered’ to maintain respectability. 

If you can imagine all this, you can imagine an internet you own.



feministsrk.tumblr.com


